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FOR IMMEDATE RELEASE

Frank T. Lastra to Receive

Ybor City’s Most Prestigious Award
(Tampa, FL September 7, 2006)  The Ybor City Chamber of Commerce will present the Cesar Gonzmart Award to Frank T. Lastra at its upcoming 41st Gala.  The Ybor Chamber will honor its former President and accomplished author at the annual black-tie Gala to be held at the Columbia Restaurant Friday, September 29th.  Frank Lastra is the author of the recently published Ybor City: The Making of an Historic Landmark Town and was President of the Ybor City Chamber in 1977 and a Director of both the Chamber and the Ybor City Museum Society for over twenty years.

His new book, published by the University of Tampa Press, covers Ybor City from its founding to the year 2000.  Frank is an Ybor native.  His father was of Spanish descent and his mother Sicilian.  An engineer by profession, he has been a constant contributor to the redevelopment of Ybor City over the last 40 years.  Chamber President, Tom Keating summed-up the sentiments of the Selection Committee saying, “Frank Lastra is seen not only as a force in Ybor City development, but also as a passionate chronicler of its intriguing history.”

The Gonzmart Award is named after Cesar Gonzmart patriarch of the Gonzmart family and the man credited with building the Columbia into the Bay Area’s signature restaurant.  This annual award recognizes an individual, family or corporation who distinguishes themselves through unique achievements to promote the cultural preservation and commercial revitalization of the Ybor Community.

The Ybor Chamber’s Annual Gala is the traditional event that marked the beginning of the Latin social season in Tampa and its Latin Quarter.  Ybor City is the source of Tampa’s Latin flavor and one of only two active National Historic Landmark Districts in Florida.  For tickets and details on the Gala please call the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce Events Department at 813/248-3712 extensions 22 or 24.
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