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Rail Discussion On-Track for Chamber Luncheon

(Tampa, FL January 4, 2007)  The future of rail transit will be the “hot topic” at the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce’s first Membership Luncheon of the new year.  Ramond Chiaramonte, Assistant Executive Director of the City-County Planning Commission, will be the guest speaker Tuesday, January 9th, 11:45 AM at the Columbia Restaurant.

Fresh from the Planning Commission’s unanimous passage of a resolution supporting rail transit, Ray will talk about the impact of this important policy decision.  Hillsborough’s population is expected to grow by one-third in the next 20 years.  The Expressway Authority has begun to plan for a “beltway” out in the countryside.  And, the combined cost of transportation and housing is reaching burdensome levels for Bay Area families.

“Let the debate begin!” says Tom Keating, President of the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce.  “Transportation and land use planning are inextricably tied together – suburban sprawl or cosmopolitan density?  A great urban center provides exciting living options for both young and old and creates a viable market for transit.”  The streetcar, extensive bus service and a growing fleet of taxies and limousines serve Ybor business and residential communities. 

Ybor City is Tampa’s Historic Latin Quarter and the cultural core of the Bay Area. For luncheon reservations please call Anna Ramos, Events Coordinator at the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce 813/248-3712 ext. 22.  Lunch is $20 for Chamber Members, $22 for guests, if purchased in advance and $24 at the door.
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