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For Immediate Release:

Aficionados to Have Their Way in the “City”

Ybor Chamber Launches Up-scale Event - Ybor Aficionado Days

(Tampa, Florida – March 30, 2007)  The Ybor City Chamber of Commerce will hold its first Ybor Aficionado Days Friday, April 13th and Saturday, April 14th to celebrate the manufacture of the first cigar in 1886.  This two-day event will begin Friday evening with dinner and a jazz concert headlined by national recording artist Les Sabler & Citiheat at the elegant Big City Tavern in Centro Ybor.  The event continues Saturday afternoon with a Cultural Showcase at the beautiful Italian Club on 7th Avenue followed by a “Tapas Trail” throughout the Historic Latin Quarter.

Event Chairman Arturo Fuente, Jr. said, “This is our way of letting the entire region share the absolute best the Historic District has to offer.  You can experience the excitement of today’s Ybor City and then travel back in time to savor our rich history in one weekend.  The direct descendants of our founders Ybor, Haya and Gutierrez will be honored guests at Friday’s dinner/concert and Saturday’s Cultural Showcase will feature a veritable “who’s who” of Ybor’s most accomplished artists and artisans.”

The Nathan Herrera Flamenco Trio will provide just the right ambiance for dinner at the Historic Centro Espanol Ballroom (Big City).  Then nationally-known jazz guitarist, Les Sabler, takes the stage backed-up by Bay Area staple Citiheat.  Les, whose unique style is reminiscent of George Benson, is currently finishing his fourth CD.  Citiheat, known for their driving beat and hot vocals, is one of the Bay Area’s musical treasures.

The Aficionado Cultural Showcase will begin at noon on Saturday in the Theater of Ybor’s Italian Club.  There will be continuous performances and presentations on stage and a range of exhibits that will run from cigar rolling to a book signing.  An Artist’s Gallery will be featured in the lobby and the District’s social clubs will display in the Cantina, where patrons can kickback and relax with a brandy and a fine cigar.

The last event of the weekend will be a one-of-a-kind “tapas trail” throughout the Historic Latin Quarter.  Chamber Chairman Wes Miller, in a recent La Gaceta commentary said, “What really excites me is that the Tapas Trail will take you to well-known, fine dinning establishments as well as quaint cafés a little off the beaten path!”

Combination tickets are only $65 and available from the Chamber’s Visitors Information Center at 1600 East 8th Avenue in Centro Ybor, by phone at 813.241.8838 or e-mail info@ybor.org 

